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BACK IN NIGERIA  
Hebrews 11:8-9   And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  

9
 By faith he 

dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, 

 

 While we prepared for our return to Nigeria we continued to hear of the difficulties the people are 

facing each day. The economic crash started with the downgrade of Oil, then Covid and now the coming 

presidential elections. In the rest of the world we all are facing the ripple effect of our “locked up” times 

in our own countries which interrupted the supply chain. Now we are told that it can take more than two 

years to become “normal” again. The “hope” of normal is what keeps the rest of us in the west to look 

forward to, but what of…..other countries such as Nigeria?  

What is normal? Will there be a normal? What is the hope for this land? In emerging countries there 

are many ups and downs as some sense of order is trying to be established, but for how long?  

Many of these questions are continually asked by many of my Nigerian friends both here in Nigeria 

and those who have relocated to Canada. What can they hope for?  

Being from the land of their birth, they are continually having hoped that just one day, just one day 

we can have a land that is of promise.  

But both Martha and I see the land as a place of promise. A land of so much promise for the people 

but without God, it will continually go through its difficult battles. With over 212 million people, the 

masses alone are a wealth of opportunity. With the technology and minerals the land has wealth, but 

without God it is a land that is suffering.  

By faith we come to this land of promise and also as a foreign country to us, yet it has so much 

potential and hope. We come to bring the Hope of Christ to the people whom God has given us. So that 

one day they will see this as the promised land given to them by God who is dwelling among them.  

As I mentioned earlier on the horizon is a presidential election coming in early 2023 which can 

dictate a change in this land. As preparation continues for the next 6 months pray with us that the one 

that is chosen will hear God’s voice and lead well and that the transition in government will go 

smoothly.  

Pray against the economic failure which is leaving many people hungry and looking for work. Many 

people are resorting to evil ways to acquire money. Pray for the safety of many as the conditions of theft 

and kidnapping throughout this country has been escalating and that many are becoming people of fear.  
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Pray for the message of God’s hope will be speaking loudly to the ears and hearts of those so that 

they do not lose hope in Him and to those who have yet to believe in Him.   

We know that God has opened the doors for us to be back in Nigeria as our flights went very well; all 

of our luggage came along with us and joined us at the same place at the same time. Our time in the 

capital city gave us a small 4 day window of transition and rest as we continued our long road journey to 

Egbe. The road journey is interesting, and part of the way it is said that, “you dance without music”.  

 spilling of a load of oranges.  

 

We were able to step back into our home and unpack our loads. As we took some time to self- isolate it 

gave us an opportunity to consider the blessings of being back in Canada this previous visit. We were so 

blessed with time spent at a couple of Christian resorts, MBC and Elim Lodge.                    

                     

Sunrise at Elim Lodge                                                          grandchildren at their lemonade stand 

 

Time spent with the family and our grandchildren was so special. Visiting friends and churches was very 

encouraging. It gave us some refreshing and revitalizing time together. We are so grateful for our time 

spent together.  

 

As we begin the work we find ourselves always trying to be aware of what is happening. Without being 

too naive, we also know that the environment is changing so that makes us even more aware that what 

doors that were open may be closing again. The urgency to bring the message of Hope of Christ is even 

more evident. Martha has been working hard on a new curriculum for the computer school which is 
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about to be implemented for the new students in a couple of weeks. Our return has found that the old 

generator for the school is on its last legs, and there needs to be a new stabilizer for the building so that 

equipment can be protected from surges. In faith we went ahead and purchased a new generator for the 

school building. It cost around $800.00. This will allow better service for the whole building, music 

students and computers students.   

 

I have had the opportunity to ride the 9 km to the central outreach school and see the progress of the 

work being done on the wall and the housing for the staff. They have done so much work while I was 

gone. The cement part of the wall is 90% finished yet we still need to look into the finishing of the wall 

with iron grate sections between the posts. The front service gates are installed and the main entrance 

gates are installed. The students are on break for a couple of weeks before we resume school.  

   

 The pillars need iron grates between them                                          The far corner is yet to be completed  

 

We are grateful that in a month we anticipate the finishing of the staff quarters  

                     

Staff quarters on the school land 

 

While we are so blessed to have all of the blocks and labour for the wall paid for from donors, and the 

teachers quarters are paid for up to the roofing, there is just internal work to be done, electrical, window 

and finishing touches. I want to say that I never thought that we would be where we are today. You 

continue to bless us as we all together, bless God in his message of hope to these people. Thank you so 

much for your continued support and especially your continued prayers.  
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 We are working on the price of what it will cost to fabricate and install the iron grates that need to go 

between the pillars. We are praying for the funding to complete this part of the school project. Thank 

you for all of your support as we take the next steps towards bringing hope to the people.  

 

Thank you for your prayers for the journey and for the prayers of our health as we covet your prayers.  

 

                 As my devotional brought me to this verse in Hebrews 11:8-9   And he went out, not 

knowing where he was going.  
9
 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, 

When I think of where we are today, I can say I did not know where I was going when it came to 

education and water to reach the Fulani, but the Lord has brought me here. When I think of the land of 

promise as foreign, I think of Nigeria a foreign country, but also as a land of promise. As we focus on 

the Fulani and the Hausa people who have come to this part of the land, and equip the Yoruba people to 

reach them for Christ, we see the Hope that is in it that will reach this nation. Just on a journey with God 

as we seek him in this work.  

 

Many Blessings, and thank you,  

 

Rick and Martha  

 

   

Together, we see God in this place and we have been blessed to join Him in this work. 
Here is the SIM contact information to support us in our work: 

https://www.sim.ca/rick-and-martha-bradford/ missionary number – #031457 

www.sim.ca./projects/FulaniOutreachCenter  project - #096310 

SIM Canada 10 Huntingdale Blvd., Scarborough, ON M1W 2S5    1-800-294-6918 

SIM USA P.O. Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241-7900 for US tax receipts 

 

If you sense the Lord’s call to help with the ministry and receive a tax receipt, please designate the funds to 

our “ministry” account.  If you want to help with our daily living expenses, and receive a tax receipt, please 

designate the funds to our “support” account.  Please note: “Personal support” is just a personal gift and does 

not get a tax receipt but we are still very much grateful for your support. 

Prayerfully yours, 

Rick and Martha Bradford, SIM missionaries in Nigeria 

http://www.sim.ca./projects/FulaniOutreachCenter

